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- 2 -
UPDATE CON
IPCC GUIDELINES FOR NATICNAL GREENHCUSE GAS INVENTCRIES
by the

Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)

Introduction

1. The Phase I IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhcuse Gas
Inventories, developed jointly by the IPCC, the OECD and the IEA,
(hrereinafter referred to as the Guidelines) have keen approved by
¢OP as an agreed methodology and have been used by Annex I
countries in their naticnal communications. However, the Guidelines
will continue to evolve in the light of experience and new research
results. The Guidelines will benefit from improvements in such
areas as changing land use, new industrial gases and updated
emisgsion factors. Thus, there are developmental and operaticnal
aspects to the Guidelines. It is suggested that tke formexr be the
responsibility of the IPCC and the latter of the SBSTA.

2. Operational aspects would include activities such as
approval of the methedolegy for application by Parties, training in
and implementation of the methodelogy. translation and

dissemination of the methodology and receiving, collating and
reviewing national communications. The details of the handover to
SBSTA of scme parts of the operational aspects, now handled by the
IPCC, need to be jointly worked out.

Ongosi veloomental efforss

3. Expert Groups have been formed to complete the Guidelines
for CO,, N5QO and CH, and to develcp estimation metheds fcor new
industrial gases such as SF., HCFs and PCFs. Estimation methcds for

other gases (e.g. CO, NMVCC, NO,) are alsc being developed by some
of thae groups.

4. Five of the Expert Grcups correspeond to the five emission
gources listed below:

Fuel Combustion (with emphasis c¢n non-C0, gases)
Industrial Processes and New Gases

Land Use Change and Forestry and Biomass Burning
Agricultural Soils

Sclid Waste Dispcsal.

Land Use Change and Forestry and Bicmass Burning, and
Agricultural Soils continue to be the two most difficult areas
because of the complexity of the underlying scientific issues and
paucity of cbservaticnal data.



s. A sixth Expert Group i3 responsible for technical editing
and updating of the Gulidelines (e.g. incorporation of new accivity
and emission data, correction of errors notified by users in the
Guidelines). Since the completion of the Guidelines, because there
has peen nc provision for new regicnal workshops, the experience of
countries using the Guidelines is kept track of wherever possible
chrough participation by the 1PCC/OECD/IZA experts in relevant
meetings and workshops organized DY other bodies. The regional
workshops organized under the auspices of the US Country Studies
bregram have peen varticularly helpful in this respect.

6. Diascussiona have taken place with the UN ECE/EMEP Task
Force on Emissicn Tnventories £fcr Eurcpean Community with the
spacific objective of harmonising the IPCC and the CORINAIR
methcdologies. Considerable progress has recently been made Dby
astaplishing a time-frame for rhe systematic harmenisation of the
two methcdologies.

7. As part of the continuing IPCC capacity-building efforts
and with funding through the GEF grant to IPCC, a scientist from
Conge, Ms. Isabelle Mamaty, has recently been taken on becard for
rhree months as a Visiting Secientist at the OECD to werk om the
Guidelines. Current plans call for making this positicn
sequentially available to two more scientists from cther regions of
the develeping world for similar perioda.

8. This current phase of the developmental work is expected
to be completed by mid-1996.

Pogaible future taska

9. Other tasks have been identified that need to be pursued:
accounting for emissicns from bunkers, accounting for import/export
of products with embedded carbon (e.g.. timber products), aerosols
and their precursors and comparisen cf aggregated national emission
totals with independent "top-down” emission estimates. Undertaking
these would require human and financial resources.

10. Methane emissions fyom rice fields are of particular
concern to a number of developing countries and some have
established systematic observational programmes to collect and
analyze data. Methane emissions depend on such factors as soil ;nd
ambient temperatures, water depth and the time in the growing
geagon. If funds become available and subject to IPCC approval, a
reviaw could be undertaken to update the methodology for methane
inventories in the Guidelines.

Calendars and funding

11. The calendars of SBSTA (and the COP) and the IPCC need to
pe coordinated and funding continues to be a recurring worry.
Perhaps one way to overcome che latter is for GEF to provide

funding for IPCC for developing methodologies.




