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Note by the Executive Secretary

Addendum
PHYSICAL LOCATION

Compilation of information from potential host Governments

1. The conclusions of the Contact Group on the topic of the physical locafitme
permanent secretariat, as contained in the report of the Committee on its tenth session, were
as follows (A/AC.237/76, para. 123 (d)):

"(d) The Contact Group considered that it would be useful if the Governments of
Germany, Kenya, Switzerland and Uruguay, as well as any other potential host Government,
would provide to the interim secretariat, by 30 September 1994, financial and physical details
of their offer, in order for the secretariat, on the basis of the information thus received, to
compile it in a comparative manner and submit it to the Contact Group, which would forward
its views to the Committee. This compilation would also be communicated to member
States."

2. The Contact Group, before reaching this conclusion, had met with the representatives
of the Governments in question during the tenth session. At that time it was agreed that a
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guestionnaire would be drafted by the secretariat to which the potential host Governments
would provide answers (see annex ).

3. Details of the offers from the Governments of Germany, Switzerland and Uruguay

were received by the secretariat in writing by 30 September 1994. On 18 November 1994 an
offer to host the permanent secretariat was submitted by the Government of Canada; this offer
was accompanied by detailed information.

4. On 18 November 1994, the Contact Group met in Geneva and considered, inter alia
the question of the physical location of the permanent secretariat. It held a meeting with
representatives of the Governments of Canada, Germany, Switzerland and Uruguay. At that
meeting, a comparison of the information provided by the four Governments was reviewed
and supplementary information was made available by them. It was agreed that a summary
of the four submissions would be presented in a comparative table prepared by the interim
secretariat.

5. The comparative table is contained in annex Il to the present note. The information
therein is presented in accordance with indications given by the Governments in question.
The complete texts of the offers received from these Governments are contained in
document A/AC.237/Misc.45.

6. On 18 November 1994, the Contact Group also held a separate meeting with
representatives of the Government of Kenya, who informed the Contact Group that the details
of that Government’s offer were being considered at the highest level of government. Any
details that may be received by the secretariat to accompany the offer of the Government of
Kenya will be issued in an Addendum to document A/AC.237/Misc.45. A summary of the
information provided will be included in a revision of the comparative table.
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Legal Framework

L. Please outline the privileges and immunities which would be conferred on the

permanent secretariat.

2. Please indicate if it 1s contemplated to negotiate a Headquarters agreement.

Physical features of the site and related financial issues
3. Please describe the main features of the building or buildings which you would

place at the disposal of the secretariat. The description should include area of usable
office space (square metres) and facilities for conferences and for general services
(security, maintenance, etc.).

4, On what basis would the facilities described in para. 3 above be placed at the
disposal of the secretariat:

(a) ownership to be conferred on the secretariat?.

(b)  Government would retain ownership, but no rent would be paid by the
secretariat?

(c) Government would retain ownership, and a rent would be paid by the
secretariat; in this case, what would be the level of rent foreseen?

5. Who would be responsible for payment of:
(a) major maintenance of the facilities (for example, structural repairs)?

(b) normal maintenance of the facilities (for example, security, cleaning, minor
alterations and repairs)?

(c) utilities (telecommunications, water, electricity)?

6. Is there an expiry date for the arrangements described in paras. 4 and 5 above and,
if so, what would be the date?

7. Would the facilities be furnished and equipped by the host Government and, if so,
to what extent?

8. What other contributions, if any, could the host Government make to defraying the
current operating costs of the secretariat ?



A/AC.237/79/Add.4

English
Page 4
Area facilities and conditions
9. Please provide a brief description of :

- diplomatic representation of Governments

- presence of international organizations

- presence of national organizations relevant to the Convention

- international transport and travel facilities

- local mass transit facilities

- international and local telecommunications facilities

- local availability of trained personnel for possible employment in the permanent
secretariat (language skills, electronic data processing and other office
machine skills)

- health facilities. Would access of delegates and staff to hospitals be possible”

- availability of housing

- availability of schooling

- transfer of funds to and from foreign countries for the secretariat and for staff
members.

Privileges and immunities of the staff of the secretariat

10. Please outline the privileges and immunities which would be conferred to the staff
of the secretariat.

11. Please indicate if there would be restrictions on employment of dependents of staff
members.

Other relevant information

12. You are welcome to provide any other information deemed relevant.
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