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Annex II

REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE INFORMAL
ROUND TABLE ON PROPOSALS FROM PARTIES

by Mr. Suphavit Piamphongsant, Vice-Chairman of the
Ad Hoc Group on the Berlin Mandate

I would like to report to you briefly on the informal round table on
proposals from Parties which I had the pleasure of chairing. Presentations
were made by 13 Parties on the proposals they had submitted to the
secretariat. These were: Australia, Gambia, Ireland (on behalf of the
European Community and its member States), Japan, New Zealand, Norway,
Russian Federation, Samoa (on behalf of AOSIS), Saudi Arabia, Switzerland,
United Kingdom, United States of America and Zaire. The proposals presented
can be found in full in document FCCC/AGBM/1996/MISC.2 and Add.1-4. My
remarks are focused upon the ensuing discussion.

The round table was very well attended and a lively exchange of views took
place in an informal atmosphere. I was particularly pleased that debate
focused on concrete issues and specific proposals. A notable feature of the
round table was the number of interesting new ideas which were presented and
discussed. Concern was expressed, however, about what could be achievable in
the time available.

On the subject of policies and measures, discussion focused both on the
merits of specific policies and measures and how these might be organized in
a protocol or another legal instrument. The possibility of raising carbon
charges or taxes was mentioned, as was the potential for a producer tax on
fossil fuels. The reduction of fossil fuel subsidies was also supported by a
number of Parties. The elaboration of policies and measures through listing
in annexes was a common theme in the debate, although opinions continued to
differ on whether these should be mandatory or based on a ’menu’ approach.

Debate over QELROs elicited some interesting ideas, particularly on the
distribution, and methods of implementation, of commitments. Regarding
distribution, some Parties expressed the view that differentiation of
commitments among Annex I Parties should be pursued in order to ensure the
equity and cost-effectiveness of QELROs. A wide range of indicators were put
forward to determine the distribution of commitments in a differentiated
regime. Other Parties, whilst recognizing the merits of differentiation in
principle, were concerned that the elaboration of such a concept at this
stage would not be possible in the limited time available to the AGBM to
complete its work.

In conclusion, I would like to thank all those who attended for their
participation at this informative round table. This was a very constructive
meeting which will serve as a useful springboard for our substantive
deliberations.

------


